
In the sidebar are statistics from the Alan Guttmacher Institute 
and the CDC. The Guttmacher Institute, associated with Planned 
Parenthood, is considered the most accurate researcher of 
abortions. Unlike the CDC, which publishes the available reports 
of the state health departments every year, the Guttmacher 
Institute directly polls abortion centers for numbers.

The Guttmacher Institute study states the real number of 
abortions may be 3-4% higher than listed, so our fi gure includes 
a 3% higher number of abortions. Because statistics have not 
been compiled yet for recent years, our fi gure also includes a 
conservative estimate of one million abortions each year for 
2006-2008. These numbers give us an estimate of 50,039,152 
lives ended prematurely in their mother’s womb since 1973, the 
year Roe v. Wade was decided.

PUTTING NUMBERS INTO 
PERSPECTIVE

50 million abortions is greater than the 2007 estimated population 
of the following states: Michigan, Iowa, Nebraska, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, West Virginia, Maryland, South 
Carolina, Mississippi, Montana, Arizona, Oregon and Alaska.

The estimated more than 1,000,000 abortions performed
a year in America is higher than the deaths in combat during every 
war and confl ict in all of American history from 1775-2008.

50,039,152
ABORTIONS SINCE ROE v. WADE

According to the most recent statistics, an estimated 
50 million abortions have been performed in the 
United States since 1973
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